TECHNICAL CHAPTER 10: RECREATION FACILITIES

Advisory 1003.3.2 Boarding Pier Clearances. These requirements do not establish a
minimum length for accessible boarding piers at boat launch ramps. The accessible
boarding pier should have a length at least equal to that of other boarding piers provided at
the facility. If no other boarding pier is provided, the pier would have a length equal to what
would have been provided if no access requirements applied. The entire length of
accessible boarding piers would be required to comply with the same technical provisions
that apply to accessible boat slips. For example, at a launch ramp, if a 20 foot (6100 mm)
long accessible boarding pier is provided, the entire 20 feet (6100 mm) must comply with the
pier clearance requirements in 1003.3. Likewise, if a 60 foot (18 m) long accessible
boarding pier is provided, the pier clearance requirements in 1003.3 would apply to the
entire 60 feet (18 m).

The following example applies to a boat launch ramp boarding pier: A chain of floats is
provided on a launch ramp to be used as a boarding pier which is required to be accessible
by 1003.3.2. At high water, the entire chain is floating and a transition plate connects the
first float to the surface of the launch ramp. As the water level decreases, segments of the
chain end up resting on the launch ramp surface, matching the slope of the launch ramp.
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